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INTRODUCTION 

- Sustainability and environmental policies, are not the same 

- Sustainability is a broader concept that goes beyond protecting 
the environment alone. 

- It refers to the ability to meet the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs 
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Introduction - Sustainability and environmental policies, are not the same 
- Sustainability is a broader concept that goes beyond protecting the 
environment alone. 
- It refers to the ability to meet the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs 

- Environmental Policies cover Legal and Regulatory Frameworks, 
Permitting and Compliance and Site-Specific Regulations.

Topics such as Climate Change Mitigation, Resource Conservation, 
Pollution Control, Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and Public 
Awareness and Education are covered in both policy approaches. 
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Relationship Between Sustainability Goals and 
Environmental Policies in the Maritime Sector 
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Basic concepts of sustainability in the maritime sector 

- Raising awareness

- Policy coherence 

- Climate Change Mitigation

- Resource Conservation 

- Pollution Control 

- Environmental Impact Assessments 
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International regulations for maritime sector 

- SOLAS, ISM, STCW

- MARPOL

- OTHER CONVENTIONS (INTERVENTION, WASTES, OPRC, AFS, BWM

- HONG KONG CONVENTION FOR RECYCLING

- CONVENTIONS FOR LIABILITY AND COMPENSATION
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The role of sustainability in the operational 
excellence and competitiveness of ports.

- Port operational excellence centres 
- Optimizing processes 
- Minimizing waste 
- Resource efficiency
- Energy management
- Cold ironing
- water conservation through closed-loop water systems in container washing 
- Process innovation 
- Digitalization
- IoT-enabled smart ports 
- Optimizing truck routing, reducing idle times and lowering CO₂ emissions
- Circular economy models
-Repurposing dredged sediment for coastal restoration
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The role of sustainability in the operational excellence and 
competitiveness of ports.

Repurposing dredged sediment for coastal restoration turns waste into revenue streams

Ports leveraging sustainability gain competitive advantages through; 
- Regulatory foresight such as compliance with IMO 2020 sulphur caps and EU Green 
- Pre-empts fines and secures market access. 
- Ports with ESG-aligned operations attract "green premiums" from eco-conscious shipping lines
- Community engagement (e.g., noise reduction initiatives) mitigates social license risks
- Enhanced stakeholder management 
- Transparent sustainability reporting - investor 
- Supply Chain Integration 

              Ports serving as "green hubs"  becomes preferred partners in 
low-carbon logistics corridors
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Conclusion
- The relationship between environmental policies and sustainability is a dynamic and 
interdependent 

While environmental policies address specific ecological challenges, sustainability provides 
a broader framework that ensures long-term resilience by integrating economic and social 
dimensions. 

- A holistic approach, combining both policy areas, is essential to ensure that development 
is both environmentally sound and socially inclusive, paving the way for a sustainable 
future.

- Sustainability transcends ethical obligation to become a core enabler of port resilience and 
market leadership. Ports embedding sustainability achieve efficiency gains, regulatory 
agility, and stakeholder trust for long-term competitiveness 
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